Essex FLARE Residential 30th April 2010

Witness Sessions: The Enquiring School 
Witness Sessions
BRIEFING FOR WITNESSES

During the session there will be three witness testimonies & engagements.  The spirit of this session is for you as witnesses to give a very concise, tantalising cameo input, with the onus then on the conference attendees to gain further insight and information through their dialogue with you.  In this way colleagues will be engaging in enquiry mode in the way they explore the enquiry that witnesses are sharing.
Conference attendees will also be given a briefing sheet on this session – see the conference pack.

Witness preparation 

It would be useful if witnesses could prepare a concise initial input of no more that 10 minutes which covers:

· Brief context and background

· Purpose/aims of the enquiry/development/practice you are sharing 

· Some selected features of your work 
· Any issues, implications that have arisen 
In particular it is important that you describe what you have learnt through the enquiry/research you have done thus far and indicate how this has informed your further practice.

It would be helpful if witnesses considered what documentation would be useful to bring along, but it will be important that this is not excessive and that you guard against this diverting from the witness session itself.  It may be useful to identify any key document (s) to be used during the witness session itself, and then any further documents for colleagues to take away and use later after the residential.
The aim throughout will be for the witnesses to be prepared to respond to professionally interrogative questions that the group will ask.
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