Essex FLARE Residential 30th April 2010

Witness Sessions: The Enquiring School 
BRIEFING FOR COLLEAGUES ATTENDING WITNESS SESSIONS
Purpose 

The purpose of the “Witness” sessions is to provide an effective and focused forum through which enquiries of three “witnesses” can be explored in an interactive way with FLARE residential participants.  

In each session the witness has been asked to give a basic 10 minute account, and the onus is on the colleagues attending the session to gain further insight and understanding through cross questioning the witness.  In this way these sessions aim to promote in-depth engagement of colleagues with the experiences, thinking and enquiries of the witnesses.  
So the spirit of this session is for witnesses to give a very concise, tantalising cameo input with conference attendees gaining further insight through their dialogue with witnesses. The intention is that colleagues themselves will be engaging in enquiry mode in the way they explore the enquiry that witnesses are sharing.

The pattern of the session
The session will be divided between the testimonies & interaction of three witnesses. They are:

· Exploring perceptions of school amalgamation, Megan Jenkins

· Enquiring within Rajvinder Singh Gill

· BSF ICT Initial teacher training research Abigail Williams

The structure of each witness interaction

Each session will last 30 minutes and is structured into three parts:

1.
Presentation by the witness of the main aspects of the enquiry/experience/practice being described.
10 Mins

2.
Cross-questioning of the witness by conference attendees
15 Mins 

3. Individual logging of key issues/implications for oneself.   
  5 Mins

It suggested that colleagues make reflective notes on:

· What is distinctive in what they have heard

· What is provocative and helps either to challenge one’s own practice/experience or to be stimulus to consider it in a new light

· What is transferable to one’s own setting and practice, and what you would want to communicate back to colleagues in your own Local Authority. 
 

Notes: 
· GH will act as facilitator to keep the session to time.

·  Witnesses have been briefed to give basic concise details of their enquiry/experience/practice and particularly to say some words about what has been learnt so far and implications for future development.
· Further information, insight and exploration of issues will be obtained through cross-questioning by the group.
· It is important that time is devoted for logging issues in the last 5 minutes.  Each colleague will have a personal learning proforma on which they can record any reflections on what is distinctive, provocative and transferable to their own settings/context.  
Graham Handscomb
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