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	Area of Research:

(One word indicator e.g. Assessment; behaviour; learning styles; student voice;)

Primary Modern Foreign Languages


	Research question:

(Concise question like: “What factors contribute to inclusion?”  “What motivates children to learn?”  This does not have to be the full title of your thesis)

How can language learning strategies be introduced to primary pupils?


	Brief summary of research:

(One or two sentences which encapsulate the research. e.g. “This research investigates the effects of assessment for learning or motivation and achievement.  The strategies focused on include feedback, self-assessment, mentoring and individual target setting.)

This research investigates how strategy instruction can be implemented, focusing on developing pupils’ listening skills.


	How was the research done?

(One or two sentences about methods used, which give the reader a picture of e.g. the size of sampling; use of survey; questionnaire; interview etc.)

The research was based on case studies in two primary schools, following the principles of action research. I collected my data by using observations, interviews and journals.


	Keywords and Phrases:

(List up to 10 key words/phrases that will help the reader in their own investigations/search)

· Second language Acquisition
· Primary Languages

· Language Learning Strategies

· Developing listening skills

· Strategy instruction

· Negotiation for meaning

· Interactive listening


	Who might find my research useful?

(List up to four)

· Primary practitioners

· Secondary MFL teachers

· Language advisors
· 

	Summary of Key Findings:

(Provide up to a maximum of eight bullet point sentences)

· The focus on language learning strategies seemed to have a positive impact on pupils’ and teachers’ attitude towards language learning and teaching;
· Young language learners were able to use some of the taught listening strategies, but they found others more challenging, especially those linked with monitoring comprehension;

· Listening strategies were taught explicitly and pupils were given lots of opportunities to discuss how they tackled more challenging tasks. This enable them to verbalise their use of listening strategies.
· While pupils were able to build the meaning of challenging collaboratively when listening to a French passage, they found it more difficult to do so when interacting with each other.

· Most pupils tended to respond positively to more challenging input.


	Implications for practice:

(Provide up to six implications for practice/recommendations arising from your research)

· Focusing on language learning strategies can support less confident primary class teachers in getting involve with their school’s language provision;
· However this needs to be included in teachers’ continuous professional development;

· It is important to teach strategies explicitly to enable pupils to use them

· When planning for strategy instruction, the first activities need to be linked to specific strategies, but then pupils should be given the opportunity to use these strategies more independently;

· When planning for listening activities, pupils should have the opportunity to discuss the meaning in pairs or in small groups; 

· The focus of more challenging listening activities should be on solving a problem, rather than purely getting the right answer.


	Pertinent Questions:

(Provide up to six questions which teachers might ask of their practice as a result of this research)

· Do my learning objectives focus on skills or on language content?
· To what extent do I give children access to texts containing unfamiliar language?

· How can I encourage pupils to focus on how they tackled the task, rather than whether they have got the right answer?
· How could I build up links between first and second language acquisition?

· Can pupils practise similar skills in language sessions than in other areas of the curriculum?


	Quotations:

(Provide up to four key quotations which illuminate the research area)
· ‘It really helped because you have to listen and you can't stop listening because if you do you'll probably miss something’ Year 5 pupil.
· ‘Think to yourself, am I ready, what do I need to do to make sure that I am ready [pause]. Are you steady? [pause] Have you got the key words in your mind? Perhaps you can have a mental checklist – things you’re going to be listening out for. And then don’t forget what we are doing today. We’re “go” – thinking about listening out for key words.’ Year 5 teacher setting up a listening activity.
· ‘If you have a sentence and you don’t know what the word is, if you know what the rest of the sentence is, you can try and interpret it, what it means and then think of words that would fit into it.’ Year 6 pupil.
· ‘I think that was when they actually realised that it wasn’t that hard and they all of a sudden sort of clicked and it was really nice to see that, if was like a light turning on, where you’ve even got your lover ability ones going “Well it must be theatre because there is a theatre here’ Year 6 teacher.
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	Future Practice

	What has the research led to?

(Describe any change in your (or others) practice or further work/investigation you have done resulting from your research)

· Both teachers involved in the project have changed their approach towards learning and teaching languages;
· I have planned to include a focus on strategy instruction in future training targeting language subject leader in primary schools;
· I have shared my findings with advisors in curriculum areas, which has increased their understanding on how MFL can be embedded in the broad curriculum


	New research questions and tasks

(One of the powerful outcomes of research is that it poses further questions or tasks for others to investigate.  Please list up to five questions/tasks arising from your research)

· Can strategy instruction have a positive impact on pupils’ rate of second language acquisition?

· Can young language learners be taught to monitor their input to facilitate comprehension?

· Can a focus on language learning strategies strengthen the place of MFL in the new curriculum?

· Can the focus on strategy instruction facilitate transition with secondary schools, especially when pupils are starting a new language?
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