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	Research question:

How does the implementation of teaching thinking skills impact on practices of classroom teachers?


	Brief summary of research:

This research investigates the pedagogy and pedagogical changes involved in teaching thinking skills in a Junior school. It centres on a Year 3 class and a Year 5 class focusing on the classroom teachers and the researcher as they implement thinking strategies across all curriculum areas.


	How was the research done?

The study focussed on one upper school class (Yr 5) and one lower school class (Yr 3). Data were collected through a variety of interviews, lesson observations and reflective journals.


	Keywords and Phrases:

Thinking skills
Pedagogy

	Who might find my research useful?

Classroom teachers
School leaders



	Summary of Key Findings:

· Teachers need to move from a transmission-reception model of learning towards the role of ‘facilitator’ of learning
· Teachers must develop and refine their skills and abilities in terms of literal, analytic and conceptual questioning

· Students respond positively to immersion in thinking skills strategies

· For the implementation of thinking skills strategies to be effective, there must be a whole school approach

· Time constraints and those imposed by the pressures of complying with the National Curriculum and associated testing culture are barriers to be overcome



	Implications for practice:

· There is a demand for effective, contextual and demonstrative delivery of professional development in terms of questioning skills and the use of the strategies themselves

· In order to enable our students to develop cooperative and teamwork skills, we must develop our own

· Teachers need to become metacognitive if they wish their pupils to do so
· Thinking ability is not necessarily linked to traditional perceptions of academic ability



	Pertinent Questions:

· How do we enable our pupils to become more successful thinkers?
· How do we enable and encourage pupils to take more control over their own learning?
· How do we develop higher-order questioning skills

· Is our listening modelling the listening we want our pupils to engage in?


	Quotations:

The challenge is to create a learning society, able to adapt readily to the demands of a knowledge-based world.
‘...we need to stop seeing ‘thinking’ as intelligence action and think of it as a skill that anyone can develop.’

Pedagogical practice must move from the dispensing of knowledge towards the construction of how and what questioning.
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	Future Practice

	What has the research led to?

This study has led to the embedding of a range of thinking skills strategies in the school’s project-based curriculum. It has informed and driven much of the professional development undertaken in the school and is explicit in all daily and weekly planning.
It has enhanced the school’s development of a more creative model of curriculum delivery.


	New research questions and tasks

· How do we align teacher pre and in – service training with 21st century learning?
· How do students use these thinking skills across a range of subjects and transfer them into meaningful analogies with events in their everyday lives?
· How do we assess and measure the effects of thinking skills strategies?

· To what extent do teachers understand the cognitive development of their pupils?




1
1
GHSLZ/flare survey 10.10.02


