Letter to headteachers to announce the invitation to submit research to the FLARE website
February 2006 

Dear Colleague

Publish and be praised!

Do you think that research action in education is largely a waste of time?  If so, read no further.  If not, then consider for a moment how undertaking and reporting any investigation carried out in your school could bring a new dimension to your colleagues’ professional development.

The FLARE group certainly thinks that research makes a difference, and so we invite you and your staff to let us know about work you have carried out – however large or small the scale – covering any aspect of learning and teaching.  To do this, simply contact the new FLARE website at the following address: http://essexflare.org 
It couldn’t be simpler!  Just visit the site and follow the link to Submit Research for details and we will then work with you to get the results of your work published on our site.  There is a growing body of evidence confirming how important research engaged activity helps schools improve decision-making and dynamic development.
Working with FLARE represents an opportunity to:

· showcase work being done in your school to a world-wide audience

· develop colleagues’ professional portfolios in a new, exciting way

· gather and analyse material to inform your school self-evaluation

· create a new dimension to your staff development programme

· attract funding for investigations carried out by your colleagues

· make links with colleagues elsewhere in Essex and beyond to develop best practice.

Essex Local Authority also awards a FLARE Ceritficate of Enquiry and Research to staff working in Essex schools who have completed or are currently engaged in research enquiry into an aspect of their practice. When sending us information about your research please let us know if you wish to request this award.

If you would like to discuss how best to publish and be praised then please contact me and I will put you in touch with a member of the FLARE team.

I hope to hear from you soon.
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Graham Handscomb

Head of Best Practice and Research
Telephone:  01245 436 158

Fax:           01245 644 652

Email:        graham.handscomb@essexcc.gov.uk
